
Leslie Buckley Hughes 
Remembered with Honour 

Salonika (Lembet Road) Military Cemetery 
In Memory of 

Driver 
3420, 143rd Heavy Bty., Royal Garrison Artillery who died on 15 September 1916 Age19 

Son of William and Sara Hughes, of "Minden," Mossley Rd., Ashton-under-Lyne 
 
The role of the Heavy Battery 
 
Heavy Batteries RGA were equipped with heavy guns, sending large calibre high explosive 
shells in fairly flat trajectory fire. The usual armaments were 60 pounder (5 inch) guns, 
although some had obsolescent 5 inch howitzers. As British artillery tactics developed, the 
Heavy Batteries were most often employed in destroying or neutralising the enemy artillery, 
as well as putting destructive fire down on strong points, dumps, store, roads and railways 
behind enemy lines. The armaments of each battery will be given as details are added. 
The Regular and New Army Batteries 
The 143rd Heavy Battery employed at  Salonika 25 July 1916 Lesley was a driver  for this 
Battery. 
 
The History of the Salonika Cemetery: 
 
At the invitation of the Greek Prime Minister, M.Venizelos, Salonika (now Thessalonika) was 
occupied by three French Divisions and the 10th (Irish) Division from Gallipoli in October 
1915. Other French and Commonwealth forces landed during the year and in the summer of 
1916, they were joined by Russian and Italian troops. In August 1916, a Greek revolution 
broke out at Salonika, with the result that the Greek national army came into the war on the 
Allied side.  
 
The town was the base of the British Salonika Force and it contained, from time to time, 
eighteen general and stationary hospitals. Three of these hospitals were Canadian, although 
there were no other Canadian units in the force.  
 
The earliest Commonwealth burials took place in the local Protestant and Roman Catholic 
cemeteries. Salonika (Lembet Road) Military Cemetery (formerly known as the Anglo-French 
Military Cemetery) was begun in November 1915 and Commonwealth, French, Serbian, 
Italian and Russian sections were formed. The Commonwealth section remained in use until 
October 1918, although from the beginning of 1917, burials were also made in Mikra British 
Cemetery. After the Armistice, some graves were brought in from other cemeteries in 
Macedonia, Albania and from Scala Cemetery, near Cassivita, on the island of Thasos.  
 
There are now 1,648 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War buried or 
commemorated in this cemetery. The Commonwealth plot also contains 45 Bulgarian and one 
Serbian war graves. 
 
Background: 
 
In 1911 his parents were living at Queen’s Square, Mossley Road Ashton-under-Lyne.  His 
father William was the Registrar of Births and Deaths. 
 
In 1901 the family are living at 177 Whiteacre Road, Ashton-under-Lyne.  His father was still 
the Registrar of Births and Deaths and Leslie was only 3 years old. 
 
Leslie is also listed on the Ashton-under-Lyne memorial. 
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